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Brian Hickey, M.Ed. 
Artistic Director 
Brian is so excited to begin this new chapter as Artistic Director of Backstage Repertory 
Company after teaching and directing Theatre in Massachusetts for 23 years and accumulating 
directorial credits for over 50 productions working with students from kindergarten through 
12th grade.  Graduating with a BA in in Theatre from Bridgewater State University in 1991, 

Brian launched into professional acting.   Between “gigs” he volunteered at a small Catholic school in Milton 
developing and implementing a theatre program for their middle school students.   It was at this school that 
he discovered his passion for education.   He was hired as a full-time Phys. Ed teacher and director of the 
extra-curricular theatre program. This was a formative experience as Brian witnessed firsthand the 
transformative role of the fine and performing arts in helping students of all ages achieve new heights in their 
education experience.  Besides all of the stage and education work, Brian has had some opportunities to 
screen work appearing in such films as “Joy” starring Jennifer Lawrence.   Brian holds a Masters in Educational 
Leadership from Bridgewater State University is certified as teacher of Theatre Arts & Communications and 
holds certifications in School Administration for the Massachusetts and Rhode Island Departments of 
Education.  Brian resides in Franklin with his wife Amy and their three children. 

 
Nancy Baron 
Costumer/Scenic Artist 
Nancy is delighted to be reunited with Brian Hickey, her long-time creative partner, in helping 
to launch Backstage Repertory Company.  Since Fiddler on the Roof in 2006 the pair has 
collaborated on more than twenty shows.  A native of Rochester, NY, Nancy was trained at 
SUNY Geneseo and in the Brandeis MFA program, and has worked in Boston theatre for many 

years.  She has been a scenic artist for the Huntington Theatre, ART, Boston Opera, Boston Ballet, Kirov Ballet, 
Springfield’s Stagewest and Northshore Music Theatre.  She has also run the costume shop at Boston 
Conservatory.  Among her favorite shows are Candide at the Huntington, The Real Thing at Stagewest, Dead 
Souls for the Kirov Ballet, Chicago at Boston Conservatory and Twelfth Night at Holliston High School.  She 
would like to thank her ever-supportive husband, Neil Osterweil, and her sons, George and Byron, for their 
(mostly) gracious acceptance of their home being regularly turned into a costume shop/scenic studio. 
 

Lisa Abbascia 
Choreographer 
Lisa holds a Bachelor Degree in Fine Arts from The Boston Conservatory of Music, Dance and 
Theater, majoring in Dance. She is a member of Dance Masters of America, through which 
teachers and students are offered workshops and seminars to aid in the ever growing world 
of dance.  Lisa took her first dance steps at the age of four and has been involved in the art of 

dance ever since.  After receiving her degree, Lisa ventured to New York City continuing her studies under 
well- known studios such as Broadway Dance Center, Phil Blacks, and Steps. While living in New York, she 
taught classes at Dance Street and choreographed for Tonetic's Dance Co..  Lisa has traveled the Caribbean 
with Carnival Cruise Lines employed as a professional dancer and has performed locally in "A Chorus Line", 
"West Side Story", "Me and My Girl", and "My Fair Lady" to name a few!  Although directing Back Stage Dance 
is her first priority, Lisa enjoys her continued studies in dance, music, and theater. Lisa is happy to share with 
her students the benefits of her experience. 


